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forewarned and forearmed, emerged from their pits 2,000
strong, fought a pitched battle on the mountain-side with a great
army of 'gangs9, and utterly defeated them.1 The hauliers'
strike then collapsed.
The stoppage, however, in the Midlands, Lancashire, and
Yorkshire went doggedly on, with extremely little violence save
in the last-named area. In the autumn a long-remembered
tragedy occurred at Featherstone, near Pontefract. The local
police had been imprudently depleted by drafts to Doncaster
for the annual race-meeting, and the strikers took the occasion
to attack the collieries, where imported strike-breakers were at
work. At the height of the riot the police were overpowered;
and while the mob were already wrecking the buildings,2 a small
body of troops stopped them by firing, with the result that two
miners were killed. A special commission presided over by a
celebrated judge, Lord Bowen, exonerated the soldiers and their
officers from blame. The minister technically responsible was
Asquith, and for years afterwards he was denounced as a 'mur-
derer' on labour platforms. This was quite unjust, but it was
not unimportant. It possibly helped to move him from the
left of his party to the right centre; it certainly did much to
drive a wedge between liberal and trade-unionist politics.
Meanwhile, as the lock-out continued, high prices and acute
shortage, especially of house coal, began to be felt in many parts
of the country. If it be asked how this was possible with the
South Wales, Durham, and Northumberland pits all working
at high pressure, part of the answer may be found in the high
British railway rates.3 Already in October many local authori-
ties called on the government to intervene; but Gladstone
was very loath to do so, and it was not till 13 November that he
invited the two parties to a conference with a minister. Lord
Rosebery was deputed for the task; and four days later, after six
hours' negotiation, he achieved a compromise settlement, which,
though it seemed fragile, brought peace in the federated area for
the rest of the century. In the South Wales area there was a
1 Nobody was killed, though numbers were injured, in this remarkable combat.
The Ebbw Vale men were working with the full sanction of their union, their agent
being Tom Richards, one of the chief pillars of the subsequently formed South
Wales Miners' Federation.
* The damage done was afterwards assessed for compensation at £6,000.
3 It cost as much at that time to rail coal from the Rhondda to North Dorset as
to sliip it 3,000 miles to Alexandria.

